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NEWS RELEASE

United States Attorney Glenn T. Suddaby announced today that brothers

Francis J. Moot, Jr. and Michael S. Moot, Sr. of Munnsville, New York were

sentenced today in Federal Court in Syracuse, New York.  On March 25, 2008

Francis J. Moot, Jr., 56, entered a plea of guilty to one count of Making a False

Material Statement to a federal agent in violation of Title 18, United States Code,

Section 1001(a)(2), a felony offense.  His plea of guilty stemmed from a February 10,

2005 interview during which he gave false information to a U.S. Department of

Agriculture, Office of Inspector General  Special Agent investigating the whereabouts

of over 300 federally mortgaged cattle that had been leased by the defendants at

their dairy farm in Munnsville, New York.  Moot told the investigator that most of the

federally mortgaged cattle had died when in fact they had been sold to local cattle

dealers for cash.  Francis J. Moot, Jr. was sentenced to serve a term of five (5) years

probation, and ordered to make restitution to the U.S. Department of Agriculture,

Farm Services Agency in the amount of $113,709.00 and to pay a $100 special



assessment to the court.

Michael S. Moot, Sr., 47, was also sentenced today in connection with his

March 25, 2008 plea of guilty to one count of Making a False Statement in a

Bankruptcy Proceeding in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 152(2),

a felony level offense.  This charge was the result of false statements the defendant

made under oath during a meeting of creditors in U.S. Bankruptcy Court on March

26, 2003.  He testified that over 300 cattle, in which the United States had a security

interest, had died, when in fact he knew that the majority of these cattle had been

sold by the Moots to local cattle brokers for cash.  His sentence today included a five

(5) year term of probation and an order of restitution to the U.S. Department of

Agriculture, Farm Services Agency in the amount of $113,709.00 and a $100 special

assessment to the court. 

Michael S. Moot, Sr. and  Francis J. Moot, Jr. operated the Mar-Fran Dairy

Farm in Munnsville, New York. Their guilty pleas on March 25, 2008 and sentences

today followed an extensive investigation by the United States Department of

Agriculture, Office of Inspector General (Syracuse Office) which included the review

of numerous financial records and the interview of many witnesses.

Further inquires may be made directed to Assistant United States Attorney

Richard R. Southwick at 315-448-0672.


